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Look at Me Now!
With the help of members’ donations, past recipients of TSCPA scholarships have moved on to new journeys. We will be 
publishing profi les of past scholarship recipients in each journal - both recent and not-so-recent. Find out what they’ve 

been up to and how TSCPA’s scholarship program has made a difference for them. 

“I greatly appreciate TSCPA’s 
encouragement of accounting 

students and their constant support 
of the accounting profession. “

Philip Babin Philip Babin received a TSCPA scholarship in 1981 while he was a student at Christian 
Brothers University in Memphis. He graduated with his undergraduate degree in December 
1982 and completed his MBA from the University of Memphis in December 2004.

“Yes, 22 years later,” Babin says about completing his master’s degree. “I don’t recommend 
waiting that long, by the way.”

Babin says he applied for the TSCPA 
scholarship on the suggestion of a favorite 
professor – Jim Tansey (also a practicing 
CPA), who has since retired from CBU.

“During those early college years, my 
parents were really struggling to pay my 
tuition, so they were very grateful for this 
fi nancial assistance, as was I,” says Babin. 
“In fact, I ended up taking some extra 

classes during the summer and completed my undergraduate degree in 3.5 years, summa cum 
laude.”

Currently, Babin is a tax manager with Thompson Dunavant PLC in Memphis. He serves on the TSCPA 
Scholarship Awards Committee and also serves on the regional scholarship awards committee for his fraternity, Delta 
Sigma Pi.

Babin feels strongly about encouraging other CPAs to contribute to the scholarship program, having become a 
Life Associate himself.

“I believe that all Tennessee CPAs, in industry, government, public or other sectors of accounting, should become 
Life Associates. We need to tangibly assist well-qualifi ed and talented students to continue their accounting education 
for their own personal benefi t and for the benefi t of our outstanding profession,” says Babin. “The process is simple, 
and the commitment is not hard, given the timeframe to fulfi ll the initial pledge. While there are many great ways to 
spend the money you make, there are few ways better than investing in the lives of other people - students who share 
your compassion for helping others in this role we know as ‘CPA.’” �
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Crystal Shields received TSCPA scholarships in 1999, 2000 and 2001 while she was 
a student at Tennessee Technological University in Cookeville. 

When asked about the impact of the scholarships she received, Shields responds, “Of 
course, the most important factor to any college student is getting the cash! But looking back, it 
defi nitely made me more aware of TSCPA and what it has to offer. It even prompted me to attend 
my fi rst TSCPA meeting, courtesy of the Upper 
Cumberland Chapter.”

Shields graduated in 2002 with her 
MBA. After working in public accounting for 
a few years, she became the controller for W 
Squared, which provides outsourcing services 
for fi nance and accounting, payroll, human 
resources and IT, in April 2009.

Currently, Shields is the president of the Nashville Chapter of 
TSCPA and serves on the TSCPA Council. She is also active in supporting her alma mater, attending Tech’s Meet the 
Firm event each year to talk with the students.

“I encourage them to attend every networking event they possibly can, even starting their sophomore or junior 
year,” she says. “The more often employers see you, the more likely it is that they will remember you. I tell them to be 
sure to join TSCPA as a student member, too. It is a great way to network with peers and potential employers.”

As for those who contribute to TSCPA’s scholarship fund through the Life Associate program, Shields says, 
“Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Had you not made a contribution to the Life Associates program, I would have 
defi nitely had a higher student loan balance.  But more importantly, I might have missed the opportunity to become 
involved in such a great organization.” �
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